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HAKEA PRISON, ASSAULTS ON PRISON OFFICERS 

1167. Ms SUE WALKER to the Attorney General: 
Given the Attorney General’s explanation that he is sacking the prison guards because the prison is overmanned, 
how does he explain - and I ask him again - the recent increase in the number of assaults against prison officers 
at Hakea Prison? 

Mr McGINTY replied: 
I was not quite sure whether the member was rehearsing for her next appearance on Stateline, or whether she 
was practising for a role as the Black Knight - come and hit me again; hit me again!  I will comment on 
something else the member said, and that was that she expected the prison population to increase by about 30 per 
cent on account of the DNA legislation. 

Ms Sue Walker:  They are your words.  You said that people should be in prison for committing serious 
offences.  You are very inadequate and incompetent. 

Mr McGINTY:  There is no projection that the prison population will rise by anything like 30 per cent on 
account of the DNA legislation.  I say to the member for Greenough that the taking of DNA samples from the 
prison population will start in his prison in two weeks time.  From there I expect we will have an improved clear-
up rate and a minor increase in the prison population as a result.  One of the things I have noticed about prisoner 
behaviour and prison populations recently is that much of the pressure has been taken off prisons following the 
dramatic reduction in the total number of prisoners in the State’s prisons.  We have been able to relieve a lot of 
the double-bunking of prisoners and the inability of the prison officers to deal with and relate to the prisoners, 
because the numbers have gone down - unlike when the coalition was in Government - to manageable levels.  
We can now be more effective in our dealings with prisoners.  For instance, one of the things I have noticed - I 
do not have the figures with me today - is that the incidence of suicides in custody has dropped significantly, 
which is directly related to our process of reducing the prison population and, therefore, the pressure on our 
prisons.  Our prisons were at breaking point when they were dramatically overcrowded and accommodating 
many more prisoners than they were designed for, as occurred under the previous Government.  Can I say, being 
dispassionate and trying not to be too political about this matter, that the previous Government made an absolute 
mess of the prison system in this State; and its only answer was to privatise it.  We are cleaning it up.  We are 
getting the prison system in this State back on its feet.  Let us always hope that the member for Nedlands is never 
allowed anywhere near the prison system, because she is an economic vandal; she is irresponsible, and she 
should never be allowed anywhere near anything to do with money if this is her approach to managing finances 
on behalf of the State.  
 


